CHAPTER 2.
THE MEETING OF PARLIAMENT.
parliament is summoned by the Queen by royal proclamation,1 and The Crown
it is by the Queen that it is prorogued and dissolved. The modern
practice is that the same proclamation both dissolves Parliament and
summons a new one. The old Parliament is first prorogued and the
dissolution immediately follows. The new Parliament can be sum-
moned to meet not less than twenty clear days after the date of the
proclamation.2 Parliament cannot meet without a summons from
the Crown. There is no express rule of law requiring an annual meet-
ing of Parliament, though the T^^§^^^16943 .requires Parlia-
ment to meet every three years. ""But in practice legislation relating
to the essential business of governing the country, including taxation
and the expenditure of public funds, is only passed for one year and
must be renewed annually, thereby ensuring that there is a session of
Parliament at least once a year. For some years past it has been the
practice for the parliamentary session to be prorogued in the autumn
after a short resumption of sittings following the summer recess. The
new session is then after a short period of prorogation opened in
November.8
After the summoning of Parliament by royal proclamation, indi- Elections to
vidual writs are issued to the members of the House of Lords, and
writs are issued to returning officers commanding them to cause an
election of members of the House of Commons to be held. The re-
turning officer gives notice of the place and times at which nomina-
tion papers are to be delivered and the date of the poll in the event
of a contest. Nomination papers must be delivered by the eighth day
after the date of the proclamation and the poll held on the ninth day
thereafter. A candidate must be proposed and seconded by an elector,
and eight other electors must sign his nomination paper. If there are
more candidates than vacancies, a poll is ordered. Voting is by
secret ballot, and each elector indicates his choice by placing a mark
against the name of the candidate whom he favours. There are pro-
visions enabling a person registered as a service voter to vote by post
or by proxy.
1 See Form of Proclamation in Appendix C., pp. 501-2.
8 Representation of the People Act, 1918, s. 21 (3), which has survived the
repeal of the remainder of that Act by the Representation of the People Act, 1948.
8 In 1949 the session which opened in November, 1948, was not prorogued
until mid-December,

